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Review: Two Distant Hearts

One-night stands usually allow for a story the morning after. But what happens when a intimate encounter by two unlikely parties spirals
out of control? In Shannon Murdoch's Virus Attacks Heart, part of the 2014 Planet Connections Festival, we watch the aging Beatrice and
youthful Jamie as they weave through a passionate night together. When the encounter leads to one in the hospital, lives are changed

and hearts are shattered. Spotlight
Murdoch's play is filled with poetry. Her words are rich with imagery, allowing for some beautiful moments and monologues. In the world
of the play that borders between natural and poetic, the majority of these monologues occur while Jamie or Beatrice is alone on stage, $6.99

while the other is in another room. It's an interesting concept to explore. Are the words you speak with a barrier between entirely truthful
or does the fact that the other's presence is missing alter what you say? In a play about intimacy, lacking a scene partner is a big
challenge. From an exploration standpoint, watching two strangers engage in this was fascinating to watch, however from an acting
vantage, both actors seemed to struggle and get lost in making it work. With the monologues pretty much front-loaded in the script, the
pacing started off gradual. Additionally, the play is told non-linearly. Attempting to figure out the timeline of the play was quite difficult
which truly affected the arcs of the characters. These two strangers are "whiney" in their own respect, but caring about Beatrice's story is
hard to do, especially when her vulnerability comes out toward the end. Since the structure is set up the way it is, as we move toward the
end, there are many false endings, or moments that would make for a beautiful ending. With that in mind, the additional scenes after
these false endings truly don't propel the characters forward any further.

As Beatrice and Jamie respectively, Gina LeMoine Spotlight
and Luke Wise ease into their parts. LeMoine's
Beatrice is sensible yet yearns for any connection, $6.99

especially from Wise's smart beyond his years (6989)
Jamie. Jamie's naivety shines through in his
moments of pain. However, for a play about
connection, or lack there of, their moments
together were often erratic, partially due to the
nature of the non-linear format.

Director Brian Gillespie used simplicity to his
advantage. In his staging, the multi-locational play
was suggested by pieces, including the clever
removable lampshade turned IV drip bringing us to
bedroom to hospital room. One of the most
beautiful moments of the play was Beatrice's bus
monologue. Combined with Murdoch's gorgeous
words and Gillespie's ingenious staging, LeMoine
recreated a bus and its passengers with liquor

bottles, highlighting Murdoch's imagery.

For a play that explores the connection of humans, Virus Attacks Heart is just another play, but what sets this script apart is Shannon
Murdoch's words. With a fine-tuning of the timeline, Virus Attacks Heart will be an even more beautiful piece.
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Life post Civil

M War featured a
! lot of hardship

alongside some promise. As

America was picking up the

pieces, a new frontier of

promise opene...

Everyone loves a
little classic noir
story. But when
you put a new twist on a
classic genre, you know you're
in for a fun night. In the high..

There are people
in our lives that
shape us into the people we
become later in life. For Laura
Force Scruggs, it was her
grandpa. In Punk Gr..

>,

Name: Dina Paola Rodriguez
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What is your role in Searching
for Sebald ?: | am the
Production Stage Manager.
Tell us a little about Deconstr...

Name: Tori Ernst
Hometown:

) ) Harrisburg, PA
Education: BFA from
Marymount Manhattan
College Select Credits: World
premiere of Chuck M...

Name: Yulanda

- Yo-Rong Shieh
Hometown: Taipei, Taiwan
Education: B.A. National
Taiwan University - Drama and
Theatre; M.FA. NYU Tisch
Scho..

"TA
| Name: Rachel
Y Stern Hometown:
Montville, N.J.
Education: NYU, Lee
Strasberg Studio. Select
Credits: Jean in Missionaries at

BAM, Liz in ..

Name: Kristina
Mueller
Hometown: Munich, Germany
Education: NYU Tisch/Stella
Adler/RADA, London Select
Credits: Theatre- Rose in Gra...

Name: Scott
Michael Morales
Hometown: McKinney, TX
Education: BA in English at
Marymount Manhattan
College, plus some acting here

and th..

Name:
Christopher
Heard Hometown: Orange,
California Education: Hagen
Core Training Program at HB
Studio, BFA English and
Creative Wri...
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